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C briſtian Reader. 


= OW infinitely bap- 8 
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T othe Reader. 


arc in ſuch a condition, that no. 


take. away. their money, their 
rreaſure” 1s in heaven : baniſh 
them their Countrey, they are 
Citizens of the New leru/alem : 


.-.calt them into bonds, their 
' Conſciences are frec; kill their 


| bodies, they ſhall. riſe again ; 


take away their names, they arc 
written in the hook of life. This 
calls to mind that golden apho- 


iſm, Iſaiah 3. 10, It ſhall be well 


With the righteous. Nay, at pre- 
ſent, tis well with them ; they 
are fayourites of the King of 


| heaven ;che Lord {ers them as 
a ſeal upon his heart, he ſympa- | 
_ thizeth with them iD all their 


ſufferings 


thimg can makethem milcrable. 


ww 


T othe Reader.” * 
| ſufferings: When the rage of the 
e:l cnemy is kindled,are not Gods 
Ii refent;ngs kindled toos Hoſea 11, 
hf 8 and whilehis heart is full of 
ell ſympathy, ſolong his head will _ 
| be tull of carc. This tcader 
ci careofGod rowards his Church 
Milicavr, 1s: the'ſubj '& of this 
enſuing diſcourſc , Cordials are 
lepr*for fainting. Outef this 
Vial arepoured forth, not«chy- 
- | gpical, bur ſpiritual drops ' of 
! | conſytation'to animare us. God 


himſelf is the Churthes Life» .. o 


' | guard. 3 he Lyon of the Tribe .. 
{ | of Judab, marchetb in'the head. 

5 | of . the Saints Army 3 This 

- | Wakes leruſalem terribl: as an Ar- 
* | ny with banners, Cant.6. 4. Je- 
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' To the Aedte: 


| ſos is our Emaniel; Then what 
[. -* © "need we'fear thouph the carch 
; :rembleupon herpilſars? 1ſhall 
net futthcr expariare, but com- 
rhending this ſmall piece tothe 
bleſſ ing of God, Tremain, 


Thy Friend and Servant 
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Church of God. 4 
PSAL. 46.5, 4 


God is inthe midſt of ber, ſhe ſhall nat be 
moved. --=-= 


Olomon faith, a word fitly i 
ſpoken, s 5s liks "apples of gold "3:8 

in pidures of filver, Prov. "<i0Y 
25. 11. In which regard 
I bave made choice of this 
Scripture, which may be a 
ord in ſeaſon, to revive the deſponding 
hearts 


| Ariſtor. 


.” Word of Comfort 
hearts of Gods people. God is in the mid} 
ef ber, ſhe ſhall not be moved. ' 

This Pſalm is Zw{ wyrga Triumphal Ex. 
ultation, wherein the Church with joy 
commemorates former deliverauces;and 
by faith depends on God for future mer- 
cies. 

God is our refuge axd ſtrength v, 1.]] The 
Saints in all their dangers have an ej 
lam,or Garriſon to retreat to, they knon 


' where to putin for Harbour, the Nam: 


of the Ld is a ftrong Tower, and this 1 
their Refugeand Fort-Royal. 

A very preſent help ]God 15@43% Tags "or 
x20y an help at a pinch. An Army may be 


' worſted ere their Auxiliary Force 


come 3 but God never comes too late, hi 
help is at hand, his farcesare in the held, 


'heisa preſent help. An help [ i» trouble] 


The Ethiopick renders it, in vebement 
trouble. 


'. *Godis in the midft of ber, fhe ſhall not be 
"moved. What is meant by this: wav av Is, 
'in the; midjt of ber? This looks back to 

the former verſe, where thereis mention 


made of the City of God,ver.4, There is s 


' River, the ſtreams whererf ſhall make glad 


the (ity of God; by this City of God, is 


meant 


for the Church of God. | 

meant Feruſalem, whichis called the Ci- 
ty of Fehovab, Iſa. 60. 14. and the holy 
(ity, ia, 52.1. This City of Feruſalem 
1s put by a Synecdoche, for the Church of 
God here upon earth ; and of this the 
Text fpeaks, God 5s in the mtdſt of her. 

The words conhliſt oftwo parts, 

I. The Churches priviledge, God 3s 
in the midft of ber. 

2. The Churches (ſafety, $he ſhall not 
be moved: That is, (o as to be removed. 

Defr. When the Church of God is 
beleagured and environed with Enemies, 
God isin the midſt of her * Dentr. 23. mſurgunt 
I4. For the Lordthy. God walketh in the inimic-e& 
midſt of thy Camp to deliver thaes. Jer. 14. Fcclefian 
9. Thou O Lord, art in the m; #5. The ww nem 
Church of God hath noty enemies ” 4 ; 
without ber, to confli& with, but within cy4;pu5, e- 
ber, ſuch as are Hypocrites and Apo- amquedex- 


'Y 


ſtate; ſhe complains that ber own ſons vex traſua far- i 
ber, Cant. 1. 6. That is thoſe who had #7 inetur. += 


been bred up in her boſom, and pre. ©. ex- 
| tended Religion, theſefalſe Friends yvex- ® © 
ed her 3 the Churches Enemies are of 
her own” boxſe: Bue be they what they 
will, Forrain or Inteſtine, the Church 
hath ON E that will take her part; 

B 2 whed 


a Leſt, 


Arfw, 


Peas eft in 


 locoreple. 
tix. 


A Word of Comfort 
when ſhe is moſt aſſaulted, ſhe is moſt 
alliſted, God is in the midft of ber, | 
"But what Prerogative is this to have 
God in the midft of his Church ? where 
is he.nor? he'is an immenſe, infinite 
being, and his circumference 15 every 
where, Pſal. 139.7, 9: Whither ſhall 1 
flie from thy preſence? . If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſi 
parts of the Fea, even there ſhall thy hand 
lead me. What priviledge is it' to have 
Godin the midit of his Church, ſeeing 
heis in the mid(t of his enemies too ? 
There is 4 twofold preienceotGod. 
1: Thefe is. his #xiverſal preſent, 
he's inall places * Fer, 23. 23, 
exven and earth, ſaith the 
o priviledge atall; for 


and juſtice. | 

2. There is apecnliar preſence of God, 
and that is contned to his people. This 
preſence of God is either, 1. Jn beaven 
' which 1s nothing elſe but his glorious 


preſence: Pſal. 11. 4. The. Lords Throne 
is in beaven. Or, 2.01 earth, andithat 4 


either, 


1. Bis 


for the Church of God. 
1, His favourable preſence, whereby 
he manifeſts the pledges of his” grace” an 
goodneſs towards his people; and fo he 
is preſent in the Aﬀemblies of his Saints, 
breathing forth theſweet perfume of his 
Spirit. Exod: 20. 24. Inall places where 
record my Name , I will come unto thee, 
and I will bleſs thee. This is that preſence 
the Saints deſire in the Ordinances, Gods 
quickning, ſanAifying, comforting pre- 
ſence , the ſmiles of his face, thE*Kifſes 
ofhis lips ; nothing is (o delightful, as to 


held the King in the Galleries*, and haveCant.s. 5. 


the Banner of bis love ſweetly diſplayed, 
Cant. 2. 4. 

Or, 2. His 'providential ' preſence, 
wherein the Lord appears admirably for 
his people, in his providential attings; 
hewing himſelfe to be a wonder-work- - 
ng God z and this is caiefly meant in' 
the Text, God is gn the midjt of ber, to de- 
fend, to deliver, to bleſs, Thus he was: 
with his people: 7ſrael by the- pillar of 
fire, and a cloud; and thus will. he-be: 
preſent with his Church to the 'end of 


7 the World. » 
The reaſons why God is in the midſt*+ £e497- 


of his Church to defend and bleſs it, are, 
B 3 i. The 


Bern. 


IT. Reaj, 


A Word of Comfort 
-- 1. The dear intereſt he hath in it, 
The people of Gadare caHell aus «©; mer 
maiugiy 4 peculiar people, I Pet. 2. 9, Fhe | 
Warid lies ja Comman,and isas fo much 
waſte ground ; but the Church is Gods 
Vineyardand Encloſure,therefore he will þ4i 
hedge it with protettion: Cant. 8. 1. 
My Vineyard which is mine is before me. 
The Saints arecalled Gods Jewels, Mal. 
3. 17. Therefore he will not let them be 
loſt : Fortheir ſins he may ſometimes lay 
theſe Jewels to pawn, as he did; when 1/+ 
ral wasin Babylon, but he will recover 
the pawn. The Chureh 15.«na cum Chriſt&e 
Caro*,Chr i 8 myſtical body,the leaſt bone 
whereof he will as furely preſerve, as. he 
didevery bone ofhisnatura] body, Fohs 
19. 39+. A bone of it ſhall not be brokgn. 
--2,, Godis in the mid(t of his Church, Sf 
becauſe of theintire love which he bears 
to 'it. Pſal. 132. 13- 14. '15. The, Lord 
hath choſen Sion, be bath defired it for. hit 
habitation, this is my ref for ever, here 
will I dvell, for I bave defixed iz» God 
loves his people with the choiceſt of bis Þþe 
love, they have the ſpirits of hjs love di-{y, 
ſtilled ; and to ſhew this, he cas them by 
thofe Titles, which. denote love 3 thefſpl 
AE #ppeÞe 


for the. Charth of God: : Ty 
of his eye, Deutr. 32.10. The dear- * 
beloved of his ſoul Jer. 12.7. His Treg- 
The fave, Plal. 135+ 4. Hir Tartle Dove. 
uch Pal. 74. 19> His Spouſe, Cant. 5. 2. 
ods His Orchard of Pumgranates, Cant. 4+ 13: ; 
will Mis glory, Ila. 46: ut. God: loves-the 
I. AVorid with a more: commor: love, his ; 
hurch hath the cream of his lave: ?Tis. 
«Þne love wherewith a man loves his Bird). 
ad another wherewith he loves his child;. 
nd God cannot but love his people, be-* _ 
auſe he ſees his own image. ſhining. in*Amor 
hem*. They.are adorned. with. the gras /**4tur 
es of his Spirit, as a chain of pearle ; 7 {mii 
F\1d as they have the beauty of inherent 
oline(s, ſo they have an intereſt .in the. 
ſunſpotted holineſs of Chriſt, Gods love; 
o his Church is vehement, like the Coals 
h, f 7 uniper, or 'the- Sun-beams contrated 
is na burning Glaſs, which are. more may 
enſe and ardent; and becauſehe laves $;- 
&-, therefore heis in the najdit, of it, to 4 
redefend and bleſs it. Zeph- 3. 17. The 8 
ddBLord thy God in the mid/t ofebee i mighty, * 
1s Phe will ſavehe will rejogce over thee, hewill. 
I-Jre/t 5x his love, 
Yi 3: Godwill be in the mid{t ofhis peo- 
1efiple becauſe they are engagedin his quar- 
lefiel. Fer. 15. 15. Know that for thy ſake 1 
B 4 have 
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Z 8 A Word of Comfort 

= bave ſufFertd rebukg | All the -oppoſitiong 

it the godly meet-with,are.for ſtanding.up 
in the defence of Truth ;' if they woulg 
defilt ' from Religion, : and' throw. of 
Chriſts colours, they would have none to 
oppeſe them ; but becauſe they eſpouſe 
Chriſts quarrel, and ftghtrunder the Ban- 
ner of:his Goſpel, therefore Gebgl, and 
Ammon;and all:the powers of Hell unite 
and muſter their Forces againſt them. | 
Fae Princes of Perfis had no other Arti- 
cle againſt Daniel, but the Law of bis Gid, 
Dan. 6. 5. Now, becaute..the Church off : 
God appears in his Caufe, and loſerh 
blood in his quarre], therefore God is 
is the midft of her, he counts himſelf con- 
cern'd in point of honourto ſtand by his 
people. 

Queſt. + But wherein q1th it appear that God 5; 

 #n the midſt of his Church & 

Anſw.  Anſw. lt appears, 

I. By his fyayge preſerving -and deli- 
vering his Church. 

I. By wnthought of means ; when I/- 
reeb werehem'd in, the red: Sea: before, 
Pbarach and his Hoſt purſuing. behind, | 
God preſerves them by unthought of 
means, they never thought of the partin 5 

24-0 


= > 6 oo a © £5 MAS 


for the Church of Gd... 
pfthe waters; who would have imagi- 
ed that God ſhould have made /a caw- 
ey in the Sea ? So-when fleſh failed: in the 
Wil.lerneſs, the people of Iſrael could; 
not deviſe haw God thould ſpread: them 
a Table there; there was no plawing:-or 
ſowing,nothinge»9 be ſeen but wild Beaſts. 
and Serpents 3 the Lord made. the! Hea-; 
vens a Granary, and: rained down bread 


upon them; here he was +y wow 11 the 


midit of his people, | 

, 2. By contemptible means: The: blow - 
ing of Trumpets, and blazing of. Lamps, 
made the. walls of Fierichs fall down, 
Tndg.7- 20. Feremy was drawn Ourc of 
the Dungeon by rotten. rags, Jer. 37, I, 
God often ſaves his Church by. defpica- 
ble inſtruments, he makes uſe of yorren 
YALS» Godraiſed up L #ther in Germany 
azainſt the Popes tae Enemy looked up- 
on him with a contemptivblg eye, one of 
them ſaid, He was fitter to pray in a Cl)y- 


fer, then to do any great explonts abrogd: . 


Burt God made him a rare 1n{trument in - 
his Church, he did ſo ſhake the Popes 
Chair, thatnever'to this day hath he fate 
ſafe Mite. - bs | 
3. Bycomtrary means ? That the Rock 
IIb Mould 


A Word of Comfort 
ſhould be ſec a broach, that Fenab ſhould 
be ſaved, by being ſwallowed up ; God 
made the Fiſh a Ship im which he failed 
ſafe roſhore. That the Raven, who is (0 
unnatural,ſhe will hardly feed her young, 
ſhould bring meatto the Prophet Eliah, 
this ſhews God is i=» the midſt of his peo- 
Fe: How ofcen is it ſeen that God makes 
uſe of a contrary wind; the Enemies of 
his Church thall do his work, he will play 
his game by their hand: 

I. Either he will make his Enemies 
friendly tro his people. Exod. 12. 35. 
The children of Iſrael. borrowed of- the. E- 
£yptians jewels of ſilver, and jewels of gold, 
and the Lord gave bis people favour in the 
exes ofthe Eg yptians. God make wolves 
to ſuckle his lambs: Or, 

2. He will work divifions among -his 
Enemies, and turn their own weapons a- 
gainſt themſelyes, 2 (*bron. 20. 23. The 
childrey of Amm1y fell upon the Inhabi.. 
rants of Mount Sir, and after that, every, 
one belped to deſtroy ene another. Thus God 
makes the Seed of the Seypent, a means to 
break the Serpents head. We read in 
Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, in the time- of the 
good Emperour Theodeſizs, ' when the 

Rerſians 
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for the Clurch of God. 
Perſians did ſhoot their. arrows againſt 
the Chrifhians,by a tudden and violent 
wind their arrows were driven back, and 
did fliein their own. faces. 

2. It is evident that God 18in themidR 
of his Church, by his /ſeaſonable appears 


$ ing for. his people. When che Church of 


God hath beenbrqught very low, no+ 
thing- in view, but deſperation, their 
power hath been gone, and their hopes 
gone, then God hath ſtepped-infor their 


| relief, and given the Victory on the 


Churches fide. Deuty. 32. 36. The Lord 
ſfoall regent himſelf for his ſervants woben he 
ſeth that their potwer rr there is 
one ſhut up and left. When Peter was 
ſinking, they Chriſt put forth his hand, 
and took him into the Ship. When the 
Chnrch of God hath been ;xter mglleum & 
incudem, like Iſaac on the Altar,going to 
be acrificedta the rage andfury of men, 
they hath the Providence of God ſtepped 
In as. the. Angel, and ſaid, Lay ot thy 
#pan the child God may let the Enemy 
mbble at the heel of his Church, bur ſtall 


3 hedefendsthehead ; when malice is boi- 
# led up to revenge, and the deſign; of men 


carry deſtration in the Front, now 
: ap- 


A Word of Comfort 


appears the Churches morning ſtar o 
deliverance. This ſbews God is in thef© 
| midſt of Ziow, becauſo when things haveſ© 
ſeemed to be in the forlorn hope, 


, | | and all given for loſt, now God hath 
| come riding in the Chariots of ſalvation." 
| prr., Uſe 1. Here is good news for theff/ 


1»fo-m, Church of God, Gods people are apt 9 
2, branch. deſpond when they ſee things move ex- 
Ft . centrick, and go croſsto their expeCati- 
þ on. God is inthe midft of Zion. He hath a 
ſpecial ſuper-intendency over the affairs 

of his Church ; God hath more care of 

his Church then we can. We read in F- 

zekiels Viſion, of a wheel within a wheel, 

Ezek. 1. 16. Gods decree is the inner 

wheel that curns all the outward wheels 
of Providence; the Church never wants 

Enemies to aſſault, and makeinrodes up- 

on her, but God is i» tbe widt of her. Here 

1sa River of conſotation, whoſe chry- 

ftal ſtreams may refreſh the City of God, 

Gods you upon his: people tor good 3 

T1 he eje of t e Loyd is *pos them that fear 
Plal33..8. bim®; Lhe It is a watchful eye, for- he 
weither ſlumber wor ſleeps, Pal. 121. 4-But 7 
what priviledge is this thatGods eye is : 
upon his peplc,bis eyeis upon the wicked 
£0Q 


ry » 08 - 


tar 0 


| the 
have 
Ope, 


hath 


for the Church fo God. 


00'? lanſwer, Gods eye which isupon - 
Zong 1s notonly an eye of ra, but 
an eye of bewedid;on:; 


Zion hath not only 
is eye, but his heart," Pſa/. 5. 12. Foy 


hoy Loyd wilt bleſs the righteoxs, with Pſal.27.4. 
| favour wilt thou compaſs bzw, as with 4 


761d. 


-2, If God bein the midſt of Z;33, then 


ſee the Charchewbeanty and ſtrength. 


1. The (Churches beguty, God is in the 
midſt of ber, this is her glory and beauty. 
0 quam candi-rubra Eccleſia, & eximig 
prelucens fulgore | Zac. 2. 5. I will bethe 
gloyy in the midſt of her. This is the beſt 
Jewel ofthe Churches Crown;asthe Di- 
amond to the Ring, as the Sun toe the 
World, which doth beſpangle it with its 
beams;ſois Godspreſence to hisChu. ch. 
The Arkwhich wasthe emblem and fign 


- of Gods preſence, was ſtiled, the gloyy of 


Irael. Why is theChurch, called a Royal 
Diadem, and a Crown of beanty, Wa. 62. 
3. but becauſe God caſts his reſplendent 
luſtre upon her ? I will be- the glory in 
the midſt of hey. 

2. See here the Churches ſthength. God 
is in the midft of ber; he 'is with his 
Churchnot only to behold her, bur uf 
ol 
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Cyrill. 


. 27. 2. Intbat day fing ye nito ber a Vine- 
t 


A Word of Comfort 
bold her;* The Church of God is like 1 
Caſtle walled in with rocks, 1/2. 33: 16, 
bis place of defence ſhall be the munitions » 
rocks. But a man may ſtarve upon a rock 
therefore it follows, bread ſhall be given 
bim_ his waters ſhall be ſxre. If God be 
in the midſt of Son, he will be both de- 
fenfiveand offenſive. He is both a ſhield 
anda Sword, Dent. 33.89. Happy art thou 
0 Iſrael, who is like untothee, Q people ſa- 
ved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy belp, ant 
who is the ſword of thy excellency | God 
8 a golden ſhield to his people, anda fla- 
ming ſword to his enemies, Zach. 2. 5. 
For T ſaiththe Lord will be unte ber a wall 
of fire 70und about. A wall, That is defen- 
five; a wall of fire thatis offenſive, 1ſa. 


yard, of red wine, [ the Lord ds keep it, I 
will water i left any burt it, ] will keep it 
night aud day.They that go to overthrow 
the Church, muſt do it in ſuch a time 
when it isneither night nor day, for God IF” 
hath promiſed to keep it, night andday. i 
3- See hence how vain are all the at-/ 
tempts and combinations of wicked men 3 
againſt the Church of God. Gods it the 
midit of her. When we look upon things & 
| with © 


LI 


for the Churth of Gad. 
with an hamaneeye, we may wonder the 
t 6 | Church of Godis not over-ropped-: that 

the Sea - ſhould be higher than {che 
ck | earthy yetnot drown ic,is ſtrange; Sothat 
the power and force which \ſeemes 
beff £9 be ſo much avove the Church ſhould 
Je. | 19t overflow it,is not alittle tobe won= 
ela dred at, but Godis in the mid? of ber 
therefore ſhe is impregnable ; men mu 
ficlt overcome God, before they can 0+ *Nemo ney 
vercome the Church *. How fimple is de: nif 
the wiſdom of man when it ſets, it ſelf a. 7 _—_ 
gainſt God | What do men do whea they ; 1, 
Wage War __ the Church? they at» 

tempt impollibilities, God is in the midſt 
ng Pr. Whatan infinite diſproportion/1s 
there between the Enemies aud God? 
as much as between finite and infinite. 
Will weak man go to meaſure armes 
with God*? How eafily can God check Keane 
he pride, and break the power, and in» #s &rxx* 
atuate the councels of the wicked ? He piay 5 Og” 
an deftroſ his enemies with the turning d;,audzr 
of an bang, Plal. $1, 14. with a worg, \Pl.*5an Þ , 
2.5. with a breatb, Iſa, 30.28. with a 20-6. <A 
Wok, Exod. 14. 24. Itneeds colt God no Cyrill: 
R oreto deſtroy all his Adverfaries, than 
ngs © Ccalt of taceye; For men to —_— 

wit 


-A Word of Comfort 
with the great God, is as ifa child ſhoulq 
goto fight witha Giant, or Archangel ; 

'Or as if the Thorns ſhonld ſet therhſel yes 


in battle againſt the fire* : Oh how vain 


and filly are all attempts againit the 
Church ! 2x72 DNR God is in the 
midſt of ber. Zac. 12. 3. In that day 1 
will make Feruſalem a burdenſom ſtone ty 
all people. The Enemies are heaving at 
the Church to remove it, but it isa bur- 
denſome ſtone that will fall upon them, 
and grind them in pieces. Zac. 12. 6. ] 
will make the Governours of Fudab likes 
Torch of fire in a ſheaf. The grand oppoſers 
of Zion ſhall be as combuſtible matter, 
and the Church as a Torch of fire to 
burn them up. 


<@Braxch..* 4. If God bein the midſt of Z;on,then 


it follows that all Providences towards 
che Church ſhall be for the þelt. There is 
- nothing ſtirsin the World, but ſhall car- 
ry on Gods defigns 3 as the croſs wheels 
ina Watch carry on the motion of it 
and (ſerve to make the Alarum ftrike. 
That which the wicked intend for the de- 
 ſtraQjon, ſhall turn to the deliverance of 
the Church: As Lyther wrote to the 


Klector of Saxony, Let T oxr Highneſs know 
that 


Po © «. = "v2 TT --*. 2 a 


PA < ww v2» 


for thREEBarch'of Ond. | 
that the Affairs of the (hurob-are far other- 
'wiſe ordered in'heavtn, thaw by the” Empe- 
rour and States at Norimberg. While the 
.*Adverſariesgoabouitto rxivethte church, 
they ſhall only repair it. God 18 iz the 


olent ſtorms 'of perſecution, are but"ay 
the beating of the wind againſt the Sails, 
which makethe Ship go faſter, and brings 
it ſooner to its defired Haven: | 
Uſe 2. Let us labour, that as God'is 
+ 1 in the midſt ofhis Church, ſo hte may" be 
KY in the midſt of our hearts. Tis hietle 
(ei comfort to hear that God is in the midit 


er, of his Church unleſs we' find him'in the - v2 
to Ynidft of our hearts : As he who when he b: 


was drowning, faw a Rainbow, What 
T the better, ſaich he, that the'wo 


what are wethe better thae God: is in 
the midſt of his Church by his providewts- 
a preſence, if he be not in the Wer 
our hearts by his ſan ifying preſence. It 
ke. ſhould be ourcarenot only to have Chriſt 


= of with us,butinus, Col. 1. 27. Chrift inyow  _ 
* OF rhe Gope of glory. This will be a cordial bz” 


the Þ when we are dying ; what thongh death 
9” I bein our bo.ly, ifChrift be inf our heave? 
G This 


x 17 


midſt of his people, therefore the moſt vi. 


ſhall noe be drowned, if I drown ?'$0. 


- 18 4 Word of Comfort : 
This ſhouldbe our wiſdome and ambi- itt 
tion, not only*to have the preſence of [ma 
Godwith us, but the Spirit of God in us. [we 
Gal. 4. 6: God hath ſent forth the Spirit lof« 
| of bis Son-anto your hearts. po! 
> Tram”, 2,1t Godbeiithe midſt ofhis Chnrch Ifor 
"a to uphold and preſerve it, then let not | fea 
FR Gods people give way to diſtruſt and de- | - : 
F . ſpondency, let them not fear the Enemies Ma 
of the Church. pſal.46.1,2.Godis our re- vai 
Fuge and ſtrength, therefore will nog we fegr tilt 
though the earth be removed, and the moun- five 
tagnes carried into the midit of the Sea. If BG 
we.hould be in new ſtraits and exigences, lby 
'"$6# letus not ſay we ſhall be undone, Godflw: 
> + will ſetall hisa tributes on.-work for his Yin 
4 people: His wiſdom ſhall be to guide:h« 
them, his-power to defend them, his ho- {mi 
- line 40ſanQifie them, his mercy to (avenoi 
es 4 tzem.: To fear the creature is to under-©Ct 
4: .-.' yvalueGod. When Antigenur over-heard flno 
. HI hisSouldiers ſaying, How many their ene- | be 
= mies were, he ſteps in ſuddenly. with theſe Tl 
Br  - words, And how many ds you. reckon me for? | nc 
This-word, God 4s in the midſt of her,\) 4 
ſhould beat down unbelief,. and put. to ff ve 
fight a whole Army of fears thatare apt © by 
to-ari{ein the heart. Itis high nl G 
Eltner 


_ 


"forthe Church of Goth. 

bi- lather to murgmace or diftruſts; aſter ſo 
of [mary fignalmerciesand prefer vations as 
ug. [we have received. But becauſe thethearts - 
rit of Gods oiwn people are teady tobe overs 

[powered with aſpiric of fear, I ſhallthere- 
ch [fore preſcribe theſe five antidotes againlt 75s 
Ot fear. « | - 
le-f|- 1. God will have 2 Churchnpodearth-\, 4663... 
es {Mat.'16. 18. The gates of bell ſhall not pre= duce. - 
't- ooil againſt it. Neither the Serpents ftub- | 
& ſſtiley, nor the Dragons fierceneſs ſhall 0= 
vercurn the Church. The Sbip in. the 
Goſpel was toſſed, becauſe fin wasin-it,; 
bue not overwhelmed, becauſe Cheiſt 
was init, Be of good comfort, Chrift is 
in the Ship." Exod. 3.2. The Angel of Sar 
lc the Lord appeared in 8 flameof fire ons Fe. 
> Bl midj/t of a , andtbebuf Wage mee”. 2 
env: conſunted. An cnbiags_ a chem — oy 
- E Church _ this buſh burns, bue 19co5 ace oe 
d ſnot conſumed, for Gadis in rhe midſt of conftitnres 
- © ber. Eccleſia poteſt opprims non: ſupprims ${ejtem fl.) 
e 
4 


The Church of God may be 0 Fo ris 5 

not ſuppreſſed. Can put che ife wo — 4 
»  Abels Ss. and ever iince the Churches fatur, wy 
f veins have bled, buc ſhe-is not (o weak, —_ 
| but ſhe can ſtand upon hec- legs, The 
| Church Univerſal i gs extigaified. 
oc 


% 
MH 


meryiar: */ 
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cavilove Not bur thar the Church of God may 
| ſuffer: in-feveral. parts. of it. For, as by 
vertue pf the covenaiit made with Noah, 
the whole earth thall never be overflown 
with a deluge, yet there may, and. hath 
been ſuch inundations fince, that ſeveral 
parts of the earth have been ſwallowed 
up with water : So the Church Univer- 
... al _cannot-be extindt, yet it. may ſuffer 
in ſome parts and branches of | it, as The 
fever eAian Churches had their goldes 
. Candleltzeks removed. : 
*.Anidote - 2, The uffering- of, any; particular 
Church, 4s for their. good-: Jer, -24- F 
Them that qrecayyied aw ay captive of. 
$5] ab dab, , huveſent into the Landof yo 14 
= © are} their gdod.” Gudmakes uſe of the 
| 964) nd wickddforche god. of his Church. He 
SG ſometimes fuffers his people to. be. caſt 
f, +... our intothe open field,andlets the wick-, 
- ...., ed paur waters of. aftiition'ypon them, 
+. \butheisallehis while laying his peaplea 
-, Waitening, Dan. 12. 1Þ.: any ſrall be 
* Pied. aud made: whites. The wicked; are 
_ flailscochiefivoff rhe husks ofhis people, 
files r& brighten their: graces, leeches, to 
- ſack on: their noxious:.blogd. Tally 
makes tnention pF one Pheren?, when 
's 
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:9. Gods fire is in Zion, This fire 1s not 


the Toreh'is beaten, the more itflames*. 


for the Church of God. 24 
tis enemy running at wit{r'a Sword, ac- 
cidentally opened his impoſtume, andſo 

cured him*, The enemies ofthe Church, * Tull 1 
only cure the impoſtume ofprides I[a./z1 . 3 de na« 


ur, deo, 
Yum. 


conſuming, buC refining. The Church 1s 
Gods Houle* , the enemies think ro break 
down the walls ofthis Houſe, but they © Pome. 

ſhall only pwrge the floor. Tney think to OR 

crucifie, they (hall oflly clarifde Gods © 75 
Church, and rake it off from its 'fulfome 

lees. Thus God turns all 'the futferings 

of his people to their goad: He Rreech- 

eth the ſtrings of his Voial, to make 

the mufick better.” | 

3- Themore Gods Church is 'o6ppo- 

ſed, the moreit encreaſeth.- It revwes 1's 
augmentation by its diminution, Exod. 
1, 12. The ypre they afliiedthem, the mare 
they multiplied. Witnel(s the ten Perfectt- 
tions in the time of Nero, Dioclefia, Trajan, 
&c. TS yf 

Sanguine fandata ft eccleſia ſanguine 
ETCclUiIr. 

Sanguine ſhowres have alwaie s made 2,,,,le 
the Church 'grow the more: "The more TRAGLUUE 
F«l;an therefore did forbear to perſecute ary " 
Fi . C 3 the. byju/t. 


ft i, 
\ 


32 ' A Word of Contfort 
- the Chriſtians, not ont of pity, but envy, 
beeauſe they grew ſo faſt#. Religion is 
that Phenix which hath alwaies revived 
and flouriſbed in the aſhes of holy men. 
The Church of God is-a Palm-tree, with 
: ; this motto-----Percnſſa  reſurgo----The 
more weight is laidnpon it, the higher 


Greg, Nat 


Pay reditur vivirÞ. of hd 

7. ”. 4+ WhentheCharchofGodisloweft, 
mercy is. neareſt : the ſorer the pangs,the 
nearer the deliverance. 1{a.33. 9,10. The 
eartb mourns, Lebanon i; afpamed, Sharon it 
likg a Wilderneſs, now will I riſe, ſaith th! 
| Lord, nowlwill T be exalted, now will I lift 
wp my ſelf ; If you go tothe Thames, and 
.obſcrvethe ebbing of the water, when the 
e>b is atthe loweſt, an high tide is ready 
" -to.comein : So when the Chnrch of God 
ſeems to he at a dead low water, the 
Fpring-tide. of deiiverance 1s neareſt, 
When Diocleſian raged, and things ſeem'd 
deſperate, ſoon after, was the golden time 
Calyifus *Of CanſtantinusF. It is uſually darkeſt 2 

in Crool. Iittle before morning. | 
5. Though the Church af God may 
ſeem ſometimas to be in the. wain, yet 
when ſhe joſeth ground in one place, (be 
| gats 


þ V Amnti- 
dott. 


Cafiiodoy. itriſeth, Eccleſia dum premitur floret, dan. 


af =} 
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for the Church of God. 
gains 19 another; as when the hre is 
quenched at one end of the houſe, ic 
breaks out at the other. - Or as the Sun 


whea it leaves 6ur Hemiſphere, goes to: ' 


the Antipodes. At Rome there weretwo 
Lawrel Trees, when one Withered, the- 
other flouriſhed: An Emblem of the 
Church Militant, when it ſeers to wi- 


therin oneplace, it thall revive and flon- 


riſh in anther. All this may comfort us 
concerning the Church of God,and may 
be as Phyfick,to killthe worm of Unbelief 
and Fear in our hearts. God 3s 3n the 
midſt of ber, Therefore will nt we fear 
thugh the earth be removed, 


IfGod be in the midſtof his Church, z z,,ucb. 


let ug do two things. =— 
I. Let us take heed of driving Gad 
from us. There are ways whereby we 
may drive God from the Nation. As 
when Bees are in,the Hive, and bring 
their honey, you may drive them out 
with ſmoak. So fin is a (moat that will 
drive God out from a people. Ila. 65. 
3-5. Apeovpletbat provoketh me to auger, 
theſe are a ſmoakin my noſe.” la particu- 
lar, there are Nine fins which drive God 


outof a Land,and when he marcheth our, + 


judgement marchethia, C 4 1. Ido- 
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r. Idolatry. 2 King. 17. 12, 18. Pop 
they ſerved Idols, whereof the Lord bad ſaid 
wnto them, Te ſhall. nx dithig thing, there- 
jore the Lord was very angry with Iſrael, 
and removed them out of bis fight. ldolatry 
1s a (in waich- breaks the Marriage-knat, 
and makes the Lord diſclaim his intereſt 
in a people, Exod. 32. 7, Thy people 
bave corrupted themſelves. Betore, God 
called Iſrael, HIS PEOPLE, bur 
when once they had defiled rhemſelves 
with Idolatry, then God diſclaims them, 
he doth not lay to'Moſes, M C people,bur 
F H {| peoplz,asit he had quite diſcar- 
ded them, and cut off the entail of mer- 
cy. Take heed of Idolatry 3. yea, and of 
Superſtition too, which is a Bridge lead- 
ing over £2 it. Superſtition is an inter- 
mixing our fancies &iuyention witi di- 
vine inſticutions : it is an affront offered 
to Gad, as it he were not wiſeenough to 
appoint the manner oi his oiyn worthip. 

2. Rapineand Oppreſlion, Jer, 12. 7, 


ungubus 3. I have forſaken my houſe, wy heritage 1s 


tanqiam 


dig t1s 4 


t0 me as a ſpeckled bird Or as a bird: of 


, predem ite prey*,. When Gods Love becomes by 
polans nn 


Vulture, and is given to ravening and 
cryelty, taining her feathers with 
Pp; | > Ha blood 


W 
d 
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for the Church fo God. 
load, God will. taen break up -Houfe, 
id he gone, >. 

3. Uncleanne(s. Hoſ. 7. 4+ They ore 
l adulterers, as an Oven heated bythe Ba-. 
r. They who ſhould have been Temples 
f tbe Holy Ghoſt, are hot Ovens burning 


n luſt---. Verf. 12. I will ſpread my Vebreft 

t pon them. That is, ] will ſpread the ja” 70ta 
et -of my- judgements over them, and\#24%- 
they ſhall be takenin the Net. 


4. Covetouſieſs.. Jer. 6. 12. F will 
tretch out my band tepon the inbabitants' of 
the Land, for from the leaſt of them, e- 
vey to the greateſt, every owe 15 giyen gocove- 
touſneſs. When men ſmell rank of the 
earth, when they love the £xcbange bets 
ter then the Temple, and . are. more 
for the earthly Mammon, then the hea- 
venly Manna, God will take his leave, 
and be gone. Godis a Spirit, he can no 
more converſe with an earthly people, 
than a Prince can converſe with a Swine. 

5. Apoſtacy. Jer. 6. 28 They. are all 
grievous revolters, Reprobate Silver ſhall 
one call them, becanſethe Ld | hath reje-- 
Hed them. This made God remove. tug 
oolden Candleſtick. from the -Church.of 
Epbeſus, becauſe the had left. her.'fioſt 

| L ove 


= 4 Word of Comfort | 
Love, Rev. 2. 4. And if Apoſtacy will ſen 
make God depart from a people, then}, 
how can we expe he ſhould ſtay long] ;p, 
with us? Where is that zeal for God, x; 
and love to the truth, as formerly? We ; 
livein the fall ofthe leaf ; There arema-}} , 
ty who courted the Queen of Religion ,,, 
when ſhehad a Jewel hung at her ear, ſl y 
but when ſhe is in her night-dreſs,a1d her , 
Jewels of preferment are pulled off, now 1, 
they deſerther. Lots wife was turnedin-i y 
to 2 piller of ſalt, for looking back. If © 
all who look back, ſhunld have this ;; 
Jadgemett inflitedon them, we ſhould ſ 
hardly go inthe ſtreets forgmeeting pil-} » 
hrs of ſfalt.. Merchants tell us of divers} 
Ships caſt away at Sea; I believe there 1 
have been of late more {hipwracks at 

"IF Land, then at Sea, I mean, ſuch, as have: 

WS  madeſhipwrackof faith and 2 good conſci-YÞ ; 


n 
\ 
n 
a 
ence, The goldea head is dezenerated 1 
| 
c 
\ 
( 
| 


Into Iron, a more fzculent and impure 
mettal---Deſinit in piſcem mulier formoſa 
ſuperne.---. 

SoC 6. Wearineſs of Cods' Ordinances ; 
v Amos 8.5. When will the New Moon be 
| Zone, and the Sabbath ? Verſ. 11. Behold 

the d:ys come ſaith the L14d, that I yr 
(1 end 


for the Church of God. 


" ſend a famine inthe Land, nt « famine of 
en 


ng 
dd, 
Ve 


bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of htayin 

the wrdofthe L1rg. God hath fed this 
Nation with the fineft of the wheat, even 
the bread oflife, we have had the Cream 
of Ordinances, God hath come down to 
usin a golden ſhowre of blellings, the 
Vintage of other Nations hath 'not been 
ſo good as the gleanings of England; but 
have not we ſaid, What a weayineſs is it? 
Mal. 1..13. Is is not our fin Sermon- 
ſacfeiting?though we haveliked the dref(< 
ting, wehaye loathed the food ; we have 
ſaid, Whois this Moſes? and whatis. this 


Manna ? andmay not we fear God is 


now coming'to puniſhus for this fin # 
When we have loſt our ſtomacks, God 
may canſe thecloth to be. taken away; 


and would nor that be diſmal? How (ad 


is it forany Nation, when their Seers are 
blind ! In-whata condition is that peo- 
ple, who have husks given them inſtead 
of Manna, and Mufick inſtead of food ! 
Wearineſs of the Goſpel, forfeits the * 
Goſpel. If God ſees that SanXiury-bleſ. 
ſings bear but a low price, he will re- 
move the Market. BY 
7- Perjury. Fer. 11.10. The bmſeof 
| Iſrael 
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Iſrael, and the houſe of Judah have broken 
my Covengit; therefa'e tha; ſaith the Lord; 
Bebold, I will bring evill upon them, which 
they ſhall wthe able eſcape,and though thy 
ampein® fhal cyy unto me, 1] wil ny hearken totbentk, 
*+:ir 6s whena people play faſt and looſe with 
Pu): vCas God,breaking their Sokemn Vows &Ob- 
E:uve» ligations, whether, Sacramental or other, 
3pney. this isa God-proyoking fin, it will make 
Chryſofl. the Lord go away from a Nation, and 
thoughthey cry after him, he will turn 
2 deaf ear. God will paſs by ;nfirmity,but 
he wilt puniſh 7eeacheyy. 

8. Hatred of Reformation. When 
God-calls to a peopleby bis Word, -Spi- 
rit,, Judgements, but they regard him 
not hewill pack up and be gone. Fey. 
7-13. I ſpake unto you rifing up early, but 
youheayd not therefore I wil d» to this houſe 
which is called by my Name, as 1 did to 
Sb;lo. Why, what did God to Sh;/q ? 
There the Prieſts were {lain, the Ark was le 

, Carried away captive, all the ſigns of I 
- Gods preſence were rembved, the Viſi- | 4 
on ceaſed, and we neverread that*the | C 
Arkreturned toShihhany more:HathGod Y}} * 
not called to us tobe an holy reformed 


. people 


= a, £5, i "Oo 
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for the Church of God. 
pevple, but are chere,not thoſe found 
among ur, who hate holineſs, and cry 
downReformation'?? O® take heed chat 


_ God doth not doto us, as hedid to Shj- 


I, unpeople us, unchurch us, and ſenda 
flyingrollof curſes againſt us. 


- 9, Incivilities offered to them who la- / 


bour in the Word and DoRtrine, .God 
will ayenge the wrongs done to his Em+ 
baſſadors. 2. Chron. 36. 16x 17. The 
Lord God of their fathers ſent to theme by his 
CMeſſengets, riſing up betimes and fendivg , 
becauſe he had compaſſim on bit people, and 
on þiss dwelling place ; but they macked the 
Meſſengers of God, and; deſpiſed his wards, 
and mPſuſed bis Propbets, untill the wrath. 
of the Lord aroſe againſt bis people, till there: 
wes ngremedy, [et.ustake heed. of. theſe 


fins,which will cauſe Godto depart from. | 


the Nation. : 


- '2-1f God be iu. the midſt ofhis Church ,* 
let. us do-what we can to;keep, God ay ** 
mong us. 1/rael endeavoured to keep the, © 


Ark,amongthem, which was the: ſign of 


1 Gods preſence. Hoſ. 9, 12, Wots them 


when 1 depart from.them.-1f God be-gone, 
then all-orhtr blelſings go too 3 peace. 
and trading will be gone; Oh ler us. 


ive : 
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30 A Word of Comfort 
ſive to keep God amens us. What Is the 
glory of a Nation, but che preſence of 
God in his VVord and Ordinances? 
Zach. 2.5. twill be theglory in the midſt of 
thee. If God be once gone, the glory is de- 
parted. If God be+ gone, England 
will be like an houſe that hath che furni» 
ture taken down, and isfalling co ruine; 

Iſa. 13. 31. Owels ſpall dwell there, an{f 
Satyrs ſpall dance there. If God be gone 
Satan will be the next Tenant. | 
®veft. How ſhall we do to keep God Þ2 
amongſt us ? 
_ Anſw.1. By prayer. Jer. 14. 9, We 
are called by thy Name, leave #s not, Exer- 
Ciſeeyes of Paith, and knees of Prayer; 
letus hang upon God by holy importy- 
" Ngyey> Pity, and notlet-him go*. Luke 24+ 29- 
ex Gu" They conftrained bim, ſaying, Abide with ut 
yep tu- for it is towards evening. Is not God up-i& 
| 654 ig n? On the threſhvidef bis Temple ready to fly? 


me. Cbry( ſtretched our? And may we not fear the 
Sun-ſetting'of the Goſpel ? Oh let usby 
humble prayer lie at Chriſts feet, and 
eonflrain him 'to ſtay with us; Prayer us 
makes a ſweet ſound in Gods ears, and he pc 
will not go away where there is that mu- Ya ki 
dick; 2. By 


for the Church of God. | 3, 

2.'By ſerting upon the work of Refor-. 
nation, Fer. 7. 3- Amend your wayes and 
our doings. There is a prophane party in 
he Land, who drink, and roar, and 4e- 
lare their fin 4s Sidow; Theſe Sampſons 
relike to pull down the houſe upon our 
£ad; inſtead of bringing the water of 
ears £0. quench Gods anger, they addoil 
ro-the flame. The men of Lyſtra. ſeeing 
the miracle i Y by Paul and Barnss, 
ar, cred out, The Gods gre come. down 


20.5 in the likefiefs of men, AQ, 14. 11, 
But we may now ſay, The Deyils are 
ome up tous in thelikeneſs of men; Ne« 
'7er was there ſuch a ſpirit of wickedneſs - 


, Winthe Land, never were there ſuch hea- 
en-daring abominations committed 3. 
but though Iſrael play the Harlet, yet let mot: 
udab offend, Hof. 4. 15. Though others 
re licentious and exorbitant, (being car- 
ried to hell with windand tide) yet let us, 
keepour garments pure, and preſerve 
the Virginity of our Conſciences ; let us 
labour to reform our. ſelves, and mourn 
for what we cannot reform in others. Let 
us walk <xzplCz;, accurately and circum- 
ſpetly, Epb. 5. 15. Lerus ſhine forth in 
a kind. of Angelical brightnefs, that we 
may 
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my not voly, profeſs the Goſpel; but 
ere we ſuch a Reformedſ 


eautifie it. 
People, we might. keep Got ſtill in the 
midſt of #3, and as a pledge of his fayoi 
rabfe preſence, he would entail his Go- 
ſpel, rhat Crowning bleſſing, doch upon 
us, and our poſterity. dot 
9n:ſt. But is not the Decree palt? 
Are there any hopes that God will be ſtil 
in the midſt of England? 
 Anſw. There is hope in Iſrael concernin 
tha.] wopld encoyrage Gods ooo 
ſpeak ſomething rhat [might be as the 
Cork to the Net, co keep their hearts 
from finking. 
I confeſs « hen I look upon the 2a} 


fide of the cloud, it fills me with tren-Y- 


bling and aſtoniſhment 3 the fins and di- 
vitions bf the Nation are gray hairs up» 
on 08; it is ominous, when the joynts of 
the ſame body begin to ſmite- But though 
we havemany Sytatomes ofa dying Pa- 
eierie, yet there are ſix ſeeds of hope left 
on d will ſtill abide 5x the mid't of 


1. That there is a genetatien of righ- 
teous perſons in the Nation ; God would 
hare ſpared Sodom, if there had been 7c! 
righteous 


— — 24tqt yy © & 5%». a * 


ſtrike. Gen- 19.22. 


for the Chutdh of God. 


f righteousperſonsin it ; itivto' be hoped 


there are many tens in England; Tſa.65.8. 


As new Wine is found in the elufter, andone 


faith , deffroyit not , for a bleſſing is in #t, 
Though che Vine in England is blafted; 
thatthe Lord might curcit down, yet there 
are ſome good cInfters.,and for theſe God 
may ſpare the Vine; and tay, 7s there not 
bJeſing in it ? Were the godly, (who are 
the C hayets and Horſemen in Iſrad)remo- 
ved, the Lord would makequick work 
with the Nation ; he would deſtroy the 
Weeds, were itnot for the Corn. Tae - 
Ship of Church and State would ſoon be- . 
drowned, ifthe Eleft were not init. The 
Saints ſtay Gods hand when he is going to 
"thee (to Zoar) 
for T cannot do any thing till thou be come 
thither. The Saints are the excellent of the 
earth Pſal. 16, 3. Precious and honorable, 
Iſs. 43. 4. and for their ſakes God may 
yet be entreated to be propitiousto us. 

2. Another feed of hopes , that the 
Lord keeps up a ſpiric of prayer among 


F his people. The Spertans Walls were 


their Spears. The Wall ; and Bulwark 
of a Nation , 'is Prayer ;-as:there are 
crying ſins in the Land, ſo There are 

D crying 


' 'Dg-5- 


*Suth. * 
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cryang prayers. Whole: Uollies of Gghs 


and 'groans are daily ſent up to heaven, 
When the Lord intends -to pour out 
the.Uzat of, his indignation; he i9psall 
the-ſhices.of prayer. - Fer. 7.16. Pray 
not for this people. God hath not ſaid 
ſo yet, Prayer isa powerful. Orator for 
mercy, .it comesas it were, With Letters 
. of Mandamus to Heaven, Iſs. 45. 11. 
(oncerning the works of my bandscommand 
ye Me. a 4, 4 Y 


eunys dd) » 
xa/&s bx 
erxo(t 


Mi azaxd. 


4 CUORNASD 31 , | 
Martial.  --<£t Deminum munudi, fleclere vota ſolent--+ 


R = 


Exad: 3.24 10, Let me alone that my wrath 
may wax hot agal them. Why, what did 
ins \:.. Moſes 7 he onely prayed. Prayer oyer- 
vi ci'ilun Comes. che Almighty 3. it finds,God. free, 
but Jeaves/him bound. This gives ſome 


crevis of hope, that God will not wholly 


' "{eare us 3. there are thoſe. that cry day 
_ and night, .Spare thy people, 0. Lord, and 
pvenut thy heritage to reprageh. When 
Prayec leads the Van,Delterance brings 
up.;the..Rear. Pſat. 10 17. Thar will 
prepare their.heart, thow wilt cauſe thine ear 
te beans el 2-2, 


| 3 _ Another 


# 
_ 


for the Churth of God: © : 
, 3+ Another ſeed of hope is, theten- 35 
der reſpe&'God hath to his'own-glory : 
This was Foſhxabs Argument, $Folv.7.9: 
What wilt tho do ants thy great Name ? 
If gþe people of God (hould'be extin, 
and the cauſe of Religion.trampled under 
foot, this would refle& upon the grory 
of God ,, and his name would firffer. 
1. The wicked ſeldonr. prevail + but they: 
nd | blaſpheme, they ſay, Where i your God ? 
Plalm. 42. 10. Now , Gods glory is 
dear to him, it is the moſt orient pear] 
-» $of his Crown; he will ſtand upon his ho- 
. | Ynour; while he conſules his peoples ſafety, 
d, Fe promotes hisown glory. Pſ.r06.$.Ne- - 
th Yvertheleſs be ſavedtbem for b;s names ſake. 
4. Another ſeed af hope is, the bleffed - 
aterceſſion of Chriſt ; the Lord Feſies 
ears the names of his p2ople upon his 
dreaſt, and ſets them as a golden Signet ; 
ly ipon bis heart; his prayers go upto hea ...:, > 
lay Fenas ſweet odors :Revel. 8. 4. Theſmoak . ._ | 
nd of incenſe aſſended up before Godient 'of the! 
en Angels hand. Taoygh our fins-goup'to 
03 Peayen, a5 the ſmoak of i furnace}, "yet 
5p hriſts prayers go up asthe [mak of its 
ar $e2ſe. Chriſts interceſſion ismieritorious; 
_ Þis blood -will never leave crying}, ri 
er D 2 ie 
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the blood of his enemies be thed. 
5s. A-tifth ſeed of hope is, the mercy 
of God , 1a: 63: 9, Inhbislove, and in by 
pity he redeemed them. God is the father of 


mercier, 2 Cor. x. 3. Mercy doth naturglly- 


ifue from him. He is rich zz mercy, Eph, 
2. 4» He delighteth in mercy, Mic. 7. 1%, 
Juſticeis Gods ſtrange work, Iſa. 28. 21, 
Mercy is/his proper work : Why may 
not mercy give the caſting voice ? And 
that which may make us hope 1n this 
mercy, is, I- The Mercy of God is free, 
2 5 Os - Hoſe 14.4 I will love them freely. Merc 
$c i>85- ſends out its pardons to whomit will, 
wr,xg2s Mercy. doth not go by deſert, but b 
mp 4 of Prerogative, 1 will love them freely. 2. The 
oz Fae Mercy Of God is healing. Hoſe 14.4. 7 will 
 vu3 m1 heal thttr back:ſlidings. Mercy can heal thy 


Kt 


x dur2s 
5ar wo Nation , and ſave the Nation. It: c 
Crypt,” burn np the, Chaff, arid fave the Cy 

| I willbeal their back-ſlidings. Mercy v 

ſtop the bloody i(ſ*e of fin, and ſo mak 

way for. the -iſfires from death , Plain 

68. 20, Pliny faith , the water-courit 

of Rome are the Worlds wonder 3 , 

| beho 


Mercy cad as well give repentance, as del; 
verance. Mercy can deſtroy the fins of 


Qe = Q&OQ= 


ax 0 oe 


FRE Y — 


00 impurity and fi:bbornneſs of 1 people 


fr the churchfo God, | 


zehold here a Sacred ref of 
Gods mercy , this is a ſweet wo 
Mercy can overcome a finful peop 


£4 
can fave a Nation jn its ons 
ear; We read that the fire of the Lord 


fell, and licked up the water, 1 King. 18.3% 
Thus the fireot Gods mercy cah lick up, - * 


and devour the water of our fins. 

- 6.Thelaſt ſeedof hope for England,is, 
Taat there have been many fing cammit- 
ced in the Nation , * which are not the 
{ins of the Nation ; ſome' have: petju bred 
themſelves, bur all have not; A' 

and conſiderable party in rhe and Gon 
ever traduced) have Latte their diflenr, 
and openly proteſted againſt the ſcenda- 
lous aftingsof others ; 1o that it is to be 


hoped; the Lord will not impute the fin 
_ of ſome to the whole. There area cer- 


tain number that (aid as David, 1 Sam.26. 

L1. God forb;d that I fhould {treteh forth my 
hand agginft the Lords anointed. They 
looked upon itasimpious and irrational, 

topo to cut. off the Head, to pteſerve 
the body. Thus I have hewed you a Rain 
bow #11 the cloxd and given yon ſome pro- 


bable grounds of hope, That the Lord... 
will ſtill be inthe midit of England,\ es. : 
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 Tintendasapreſervative againſt deſpon. 
dency, notas fuel for ſecurity. 


9ſt. But how is it poſlible' there | 


ſhouid beany good towards us ? That 
the fins in which the Nation hath been fo 
ſteeped, and parboil*d, ſhould be forgi- 
ven ? thatour diviſions and animoſities 
ſhould be healed , Gods Ordinances re- 


fined, and the Lord continue his graci-z 


ous preſence in the midit of us ? 
Anſw. I ſay with our bl 
Luk. 18. 27. Thy things whHcb are unpoſſi- 
ble with men, are of ble with God. What 
cannot. that Go that can create ? 
Godcan bring ns 256 things, which 
in the eye of ſence are not fealible, That 
Iron ſhould ſwim, thatthe Rack ſhould 
be a Spring , is in nature impoſlible ; 
but God hath brought this to paſs, Can» 
not Ged untyethoſ® knots which do ,a- 
muſe and puzzle us, Zach. $:6. If it be 
marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this 
eople » Jhoxldit alſo bemarvellous in mine 
exeryſaith 1 the Lord of Hoſts. Can difficulties 


pole the Almight 6 Fer, 32. 27. I;there 
0 


anything too bard for me ? Did not he make 


the dry boneslive ? Ezek, 37. 7,8. God 
Cor, *6 can bring light ont of darkneſs, harmony 


O'l. 


ed Saviour, 


a7 


for the Church of God. _— 
1-Jout of confuſion ; he can do more then | 
ye canthink, elſe he ſhould not be God. Ep*+3-*0 
re] How apt are Gods own peopleto be dif 
at]coaraged with ſeeming impoſlibilities, _. 
of Moſes who was one of = brighteſ} ſtars - > 
that ever (hined in the Churches Orb,yet 
ready to helitate,and (ink at ſeeming im- 
pollibilities, N#m.1 1.21: The people among 
whom I am,are ſix hundredthouſandfootmen, 
BE thou baſt ſaid I will give them fleſh that 
they may eat &whole month ; ſhall the flocks 
d the heards be ſlain for them t0 ſuffice 
bem ? or ſhall all. the fi of the Seg be 
atbered together for them to ſi uffice them? As 


ch Yr Moſes had ſaid in plain Engliſh ; he oy 
v lid not ſee how ſucha numerous people 


ould be fed far a month, God gives him 

kind of check for his infideliey, verſ.23. >... "4 

i the Lords band waxed ſhort'?\ No Thad: © | 

a= Wouthes and not meat ? cannot. I make 

be proviſion for my honſhold? 75 the Lords 

"" and waxed ſhizt? That God who brought 

ne Faac out of a dead womb, and the 

Es Feſiab out of a Virgins Womb, what , 

Tre pnnot he do?. When things a& never *®. | 

ke ſþ ieguJarly, God ean put them in _ 

Þd Þynt again. When his Church is ſo low, Ros 

ny ſhathheſcemsto be in the grave,audbave *% «* 

ml © | a IT 
Chryſoi- 


* -- znftant cauſe a plorious reſarre&ior; 


" the ſtorm will not continue long - thef 


2; "and after his Charch hath fiiffered 


4 Word of Comfort 


. a Tombſtone laidupon her, he can FM an 


Therefore ler ug notbe ont of heart” bur, 

ſill reft 2 the arm of Gods power and 

wo ty,remembringthereareno d 
perate Caſes with God. 

Lon conclude all, the Lord may let his 
Churcli be a while under hatches, to 
puniſh her ſecfirity, and awaken he 
out of her'flumbering fits , yet , (arely 


hurch (hall nor dye 1n ceravel | but God 
will mariifeſt that he-is in the midſt of 


zwhile {apher head Chriſt hath done) he 

will cauſethe'morning ſtar of her ſal I, 

on to appear, andibeſhall come out of 

all her troubles , arthewings of a Dove 

covered with fil [ver ; and ber Fathers with 

cons” 4 vo 
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